Constitution of the Newport Math Club
Preamble

We, the members of the Newport Math Club, in pursuit of a greater understanding of mathematics and a deeper appreciation for its application, do establish this constitution.

Article I

The title endowed upon this organization shall be the “Newport Math Club,” hereinafter referred to as such, as well as all reasonable derivations of the name.

Article II
Section 1

The intention of the implementation of the Constitution of the Newport Math Club is to safeguard our path toward fulfilling the purpose of the Newport Math Club.

Section 2

That purpose, for which this organization exists, for the Newport High School student body, is to expedite the learning of a range of math-related fields, to facilitate the teachings of math at this educational institute, and to augment the awareness of the significance of math in this community. Our mission statement reads as follows: “To foster knowledge in a positive and friendly manner, the Newport Math Club promises to aid all willing members in their continued growth and success in mathematics.”

Article III
Section 1

Membership is open toward individuals, among them students and staff, in good standing with Newport High School who commit themselves to being active participants. Both new and old members are welcomed, always. However, it is discouraged for members to be non-participatory and inactive.
Section 2

A member is defined as any involved person who is registered with the club Secretary and whose information is stored in club records. This encompasses the officers and advisor(s).

Section 3

To be entered as a recognized participant, members shall announce their intentions to the Secretary of the organization. He/she must agree to perform and act within membership in good faith and fill out a membership form. If he/she wishes to withdraw him/herself from the registry, the Secretary will oblige once notified.

Section 4

All members regardless of rank are subject to pertinent policies such as this Constitution of the Newport Math Club. Reckless disregard with violations may result in demoting for officers and removal for members. Officers may also be dismissed from office due to excessive and prolonged failure to perform the necessary duties of his/her office and/or for acting repeatedly against the best interests of the club. Once an officer is impeached, his or her removal from office must be approved by an advisor and a majority of the other members of the Board of Officers (excluding the officer impeached). Officers may also choose to abdicate via submission of a letter of resignation to the remaining Board of Officers, which will be released to the general member body upon acceptance by the advisor. Vacancies are filled pursuant to officers’ and advisor’s discretion. A special election may be called, an appointee pro tempore assigned, or the position forgone for the remainder of the year. All counts shall be rounded up.
Section 5

The Newport Math Club, and its associates, may not discriminate on the grounds of race, ability, experience, color, creed, disability, ethnicity, gender, nationality, sexual orientation, or economic status.

Article IV
Section 1

Governmental positions held in this organization shall involve the President, the Vice-President, the Treasurer, the Secretary, and the Webmaster, only. Additionally, pursuant to Newport High School policy, at least one faculty advisor is necessary. The officers and advisors may choose to appoint additional, non-governmental leaders as they see fit.
Section 2

The Board of Officers, constituting of five student officers, must convene, individually of regular, organization meetings, at minimum once a month, preferably at least biweekly.

Section 3

The President, highest ranking of the elected officials, shall preside as head of the Newport Math Club. It is his/her duty, in his/her administration, to provide for the welfare of the constituency of the organization. He/she acts as the sole, official representative whenever necessary. Unspecified responsibilities are by default the Presidency’s concerns. However, he/she may wish to delegate at his/her discretion. The Vice-President, second only to the President in rank, shall be the chief personal advisor for the President and supplant the President under extreme circumstances. He/she will carry out public relations and human resources related tasks and direct the general operations of the organization. These responsibilities include communications and special events. Next in rank is the Treasurer. He/she is first and foremost in charge of finances of the Newport Math Club budget. The Treasurer conducts fundraising and financial record keeping. Next is the Secretary, who shall maintain the official registry of members. The Secretary keeps non-financial records as deemed mandatory by the President such as archival documents and assists in updating electronic records and completing necessary paperwork. The final official, the Webmaster, creates, maintains, and updates the web application for the organization and coordinates efforts to keep the content of the website up to date.
Section 4

The advisor plays an ambassadorial role as representative of the Newport Math Club to the Newport High School and company. In any vote of any nature, he/she must certify the results, even Board votes. The power to conduct a recount is held solely by the advisor at the request of any member. He/she also holds an ultimate tiebreaker if the Board of Officers is deadlocked. The advisor must be well accommodated for by the Board.

Section 5

Terms for the officers are held for the duration of a school year, unless an officer resigns or is removed from office.
Section 6
Eligibility for running for office shall be based on a pi-points system, which shall be established by the Board of Officers before each school year. The guideline shall be 50 points to run for office, and 25 points to vote. These requirements may be adjusted by the Board of Officers before each election based on membership, rigor of competition schedule, and/or extenuating circumstances, in order to ensure the most dedicated leadership of the club. In addition, these requirements may be lifted from certain members based on extenuating circumstances, such as for members who have recently switched schools or who were unable to attend competitions, by a majority vote of the Board of Officers along with the approval of the faculty advisor. A minimum of one week prior to the day of the election, eligible candidates must be nominated by a member, and then accept the nomination. Each candidate is allowed a speech up to five minutes in length on election day. Vote weighing is banned. Early balloting is not allowed.

Section 7

The general election shall be held in each prior school year for the upcoming school year. The election of the first four elected officials shall proceed in the order of President(Vice President(Treasurer(Secretary. Any member eligible to run may choose to run for up to two offices. Once a candidate is elected to one office, his/her nomination for the other office is void.
Section 8

Shortly after the general elections are complete, all candidates applying for the position of Webmaster will submit an application to the Board of Officers and the advisor(s). The old Board of Officers, the new Board of Officers (without a Webmaster), and the advisor(s) will convene to review the applications and vote on a recommended candidate. This will give the opportunity for those with web development experience to review the credentials of the candidates and comment to the other officers and advisor(s). The recommendation of this group must be approved through a vote by a majority of club members for the recommended Webmaster to take office. The Webmaster position may (but does not need to) be filled by one of the other four elected officers, if the remaining officers and advisor(s) approve of this decision.
Section 9
In elections where more than two candidates compete for the same office, a preliminary vote shall determine the top two candidates, and then a final vote shall be cast between the two of them. The exception to this rule is if a certain candidate received over half of the votes in the preliminary vote, in which case the final vote would be futile. This policy also holds for the initial vote between the candidates for Webmaster by the Board of Officers and the advisor(s) if there are at least three candidates for the position of Webmaster. In the case of ties, the advisors(s) shall be the tiebreaker.
Section 10
An main advisor shall be selected via vote possessing the following traits and qualities: the previous advisor can or may no longer serve; the candidate shall have previous, serious experience in math; he/she shall be willing to dedicate considerable resources to the well-being of the organization; votes of “yea” pass by a majority vote in both members and the Board of Officers, individually, with half of members present. Additional advisors may be accepted with approval of the Board of Officers, existing advisor(s), and the member body.
Article V

Section 1

The Newport Math Club shall meet weekly throughout the school year, with exception given to school cancellations, or at the discretion of a Board of Officers vote. The Board may opt to call special sessions, to cancel regular meetings, or to assemble make-up days.
Section 2

Activities at formal organization meetings include strictly math. However, light, irrelevant discussion shall still be permitted during transition periods. The Newport Math Club must be treated respectfully as an educational after-school activity. Additional meetings may be held for social and/or recreational activities.
Section 3

At the beginning of each school-year, the newly elected Board of Officers shall issue a syllabus with contact information, calendar, general information, etc.
Section 4
This Constitution of the Newport Math Club must be made publicly available to the member body.

Article VI

Under unfortunate circumstances, the dissolution of the Newport Math Club involves the donation of excess, uncommitted funds to the Newport Associated Student Body; the transfer in ownership of public domain assets, and properties in general, to Newport High School; and the immediately effective termination of titles, memberships, etc., reserved in reference to the Newport Math Club exclusively, if and when this organization becomes defunct.

Article VII

Amendments to this Constitution of the Newport Math Club, as denoted as a necessity in order for a more perfect organization, can be made. Any member can propose such a measure, though amendments must be voted upon by present members at a regular meeting at minimum one week after the suggestion, and passed with the following being true: a majority of the Board of Officers must vote “yea,” a majority of members present must vote “yea.”

Article VIII

The Newport Math Club fully complies with all relevant regulations as well as local, state, and federal law. As we are among the students and faculty of Newport High School, and the Bellevue School District, any school or district policies take precedent over this constitution, and other bylaws. We are dedicated to complete acknowledgement of those procedures and guidelines.
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